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“The Real Unexpected Journey”      Text – Acts 16:1-15       NT Reading – 2 Tim. 1:1-7; 2:1-2; 3:10-17 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Today we begin the section of Acts that records Paul’s second missionary journey.  
And while the first did not stray too far away from the place where Paul was born, Tarsus, this one will go into places far beyond what even Paul originally planned, as we shall see.  
It will go to what we now know as Turkey, and then, as the Aegean Sea is crossed, the Gospel will land in Europe as Paul arrives in what we now know as Greece.
We spoke in an earlier sermon about Peter’s contact with the Gentile Cornelius as the Bible’s Berlin Wall.  
God broke down the wall of separation that had stood between Jew and Gentile for 2000 years.  
And now, via Paul’s missionary endeavours, churches are being planted in places further and further away from Jerusalem all the time.  
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is advancing into territory that belonged exclusively to the devil.
Last Sunday evening, we talked about the doctrine of election as we see it in Romans 8:28-30.  
There you have that remarkable passage known as the golden chain of salvation – Those God foreknew, He predestined and called and justified and glorified.  
It starts way back before the creation of the world as God chooses some to salvation and it walks right through history and the cross of Jesus Christ until He gives all His elect glorified bodies at the Second Coming of Jesus.
And we looked at a summary of this whole chain of salvation that goes like this: 
“The Father loves Jesus so much that He has determined to have many more people like Him.”  
And this is the story of the Bible.  It begins with the creation of the heavens and the earth and one man and woman and moves right through to the creation of the new heavens and the new earth and a host of people from every nation, tribe, people and language.  
It is a story of individuals but it is really so much more than that.  
It is the story of God and His people.  
It is the story of that great and vast number of people that the Father has made and is making and will make to be like Jesus and to be with them in heaven for eternity.
And for 2000 years the story focussed on the Jews as the only people, bar the odd Gentile here and there, that God was making to be like Jesus.
But now we are seeing the gospel focus explode out into the rest of the world.

And as we shall see, in a twist that is so typical of the God who provokes cultural expectations and norms, the very first convert in Europe will not be a king or a governor or a man but a woman, Lydia.  

And I don’t say that to suggest in any way that women are inferior.  I say that recognizing the cultural norms of the time that Luke wrote.
So, as this second missionary journey begins, we see firstly, in vv1-5, that Paul’s travelling party is deliberately increased.
1. And this actually happens in two ways.  
a. First of all, if you look at v10, you will see there that Luke says, “After Paul had seen the vision, WE got ready at once to leave for Macedonia.”  
i. And that word “we” tells us that Luke was now with Paul on his journey; what Luke writes about, Luke saw with his own eyes and heard with his own ears because he was there.  And this is the first of four sections where the word “we” indicates that Luke was present.
b. But in terms of vv1-6, we see there that a young man named Timothy is deliberately added to Paul’s travelling party.
i. Back at Lystra, the place where Paul and Barnabas had been mistaken as Greek gods in human form, Paul meets up with Timothy and his family once again.  
A. We are told here that Timothy’s mother, whom we know from 2 Tim. 3 to be called Eunice, was a Jewess and a believer.  Timothy’s grandmother, Lois, we also know to be a believer.  
B. Most likely they were converted to Christianity during Paul’s first missionary journey.  
1) Indeed, as we read in 2 Timothy 3, Timothy had seen the persecutions Paul suffered in Lystra and Paul also calls Timothy one of his ‘spiritual children’ in 1 Cor. 4:17.  
C. There is however, a proverbial fly in the ointment, so to speak.  Timothy’s father is Greek and clearly not a believer.  Listen to how one commentator describes the reality of this situation: “The Jews considered mixed marriage illegal … Timothy’s mother had married a Greek even though she knew the Scriptures.  As a daughter of Abraham, she had not fulfilled the law, for she neglected to have her son circumcised.  Although the Christian brothers in Lystra and Iconium spoke well of Timothy, the Jews took offence because Timothy was not circumcised.  The Jews regarded him to be outside the covenant God had made with Abraham and his descendants.”  
ii. So, we are told, Paul “circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area.”

A. And an obvious question arises: We have just had a whole chapter where Paul seemed to be the only one against circumcision.  Has he now changed his mind or given in to cultural pressure?
1) Well, let us remember that the problem Paul battled against was not circumcision itself, but the idea that circumcision was necessary in order to be saved.

a) Paul had no objection to the Jews observing the outward elements of their ancestral religion so long as they did not believe that such things were necessary in order to be saved.  
b) Paul did not think that being a good Christian meant being a bad Jew.  
2) And Timothy was a Jew.  If both of Timothy’s parents had been Gentile, his being uncircumcised would not have been an issue and Paul would never have had him circumcised.  
a) Indeed, that is exactly what happened with Titus who was fully Gentile.  Paul refused to have him circumcised.   
b) Timothy however, because of his mother and grandmother, was Jewish.  
3) So, the fact that Paul has Timothy circumcised here is not the worst example of a doctrinal flip flop ever.  No, this is Paul, as he explains in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23, doing everything and anything permissible for the sake of gospel opportunity.  
a) Timothy, as 2 Timothy 1:6-7 explains, has had the hands of the elders laid on him – he has been ordained to gospel ministry.  
b) Paul knows that the Gentiles will receive him without any issue.  The Jews, however, if he remains uncircumcised, will not listen to him for a moment.  
c) So, Paul makes Timothy a Jew, “to win the Jews.”  
i) Paul does what it takes, provided it does not go against a command of God, to open doors for Timothy that would have remained closed if this was not done.  



B. And the fact is that today also we will encounter people who hold to certain things that we believe ourselves either free to do or not to do.  And at that time, we also will have to prayerfully consider whether our doing or not doing the same would compromise the gospel or whether we can gladly restrict our freedoms for the sake of gospel opportunity.
2. Well, before we move on to the next section, there is one more point that is noteworthy from this section.  Paul and Silas are on a missionary journey.  Very pointedly though, Luke wants us to note that Paul was keen to take Timothy along.  
a. Timothy was a young man.   “The brothers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him,” we are also told.  Paul clearly saw Timothy as having great ministry potential.  And later on, to Timothy himself, who has seen Paul do this with him, Paul says, “The things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.”  
i. And so, combining those words in 2 Tim. 2:2 with what we see here in Acts 16:3, we should note the that the Bible places a certain priority on discipling relationships – an older man with a younger man, or, as Titus 2 speaks of, an older woman with a younger woman.  
ii. We see it way back in the OT with the example of Moses and Joshua, for instance.  Before Moses died, God called him to disciple Joshua – to train him to continue on Moses’ work as the leader of God’s people.  
iii. But when we use that word disciple, whom do we think of most obviously?  The twelve – Jesus’ disciples.  
A. Yes, Jesus taught vast crowds of people, but He knew also the value in the focused training of a few.  
1) And so, as His hand-picked disciples walked with Him and talked with Him and ate with Him, they learned from His example, and they learned to imitate or to parrot what He taught.  That’s why so much of what we read in the Epistles can be traced back directly, either as quotes or ideas, to the words of Jesus in the Gospels.  
B. So, while parents are to train their children, and while training goes in the church community through preaching and Sunday school and catechism and cadets and home visitation, etc, it will be of great benefit if specific discipling relationships can also be fostered. 

1) The church of Jesus Christ will benefit if some or all of us would consider having a Barnabas or a Barnabette ‘above’ us, whom we learn from, and a Timothy or a Timothette  ‘below’ us, whom we teach.  
2) And this is especially vital for young men who will one day be heads of households and office-bearers in the church.  
C. It is the pattern and example of our Lord Jesus Christ.  So, maybe you could make this a matter of prayer: Lord, lead me please into Christ-centred and God-glorifying discipling relationships.
Well, not only was Paul’s travelling party deliberately increased, but we see next that his travel plans are also divinely altered. 
1. Now, we looked at vv6-15 several weeks ago in connection with one of our afternoon Canons of Dort sermons.  So, we will not repeat everything.  But we spoke then about the Divine Traffic Controller.  
a. I am sure you boys and girls will remember those times when you are out driving and you come up to an intersection where you expect to go straight ahead, as per usual, but there is a policeman there who is redirecting traffic because of an accident or some sort of special event.  And so you go where the traffic controller directs you to go.  
i. Well, that is exactly what we see in vv6-10.  Only it is not a policeman directing traffic but the Triune God.  
ii. On Paul’s third missionary journey, he travelled almost directly west from Lystra, to Ephesus, in Asia.  And this was an obvious and major trade route that followed a key Roman highway.   
iii. And this appears to have been Paul’s plan on this journey also.  But while Paul is a wise man who makes plans, he is also a man who is attentive to the leading of the Lord.  
iv. Now, we are not told how this was made known to Paul.  It may have been by a prophet or it may have been by an inward impression.  It may have been that lack of peace in relation to their plans that we too can sometimes feel.  Given that Luke the doctor was with them, it may have been health related.  Or, it may have been something as simple as a blocked road that Paul later interpreted as the guiding hand of God.  
A. The God of the Bible is a God who directs all things, including blocked roads or political instability, etc, to accomplish His purposes.  
v. It is interesting to note, also, that the Divine traffic controller is identified as Triune.  
A. First, in v6, it is the Holy Spirit that keeps them from Asia.  
B. Second, in v7, it is the Spirit of Jesus who keeps them from Bythinia.  
C. And third, in v10, Paul concludes that God is the one who has called them to Macedonia.  
1) And this is probably Luke setting down the unity of the three persons of the Trinity for His readers in a very non-doctrinal but descriptive and meaningful way.  
vi. In relation to the final direction change, however, we are told how that occurred.  Luke describes the vision of a man calling Paul to “come over to Macedonia and help us.”  
A. And the Greek word translated as “concluding” in v10 suggests deliberation and analysis.  It seems that they spent some time weighing up what Paul reported about the vision in terms of what was reasonable and ethical and in keeping with how they understood their calling.  
1) Most likely, they had never intended to go to Europe.  And so, they now had to weigh up all of these things as they sought to be obedient to God’s will.
vii. Recently, there were some very helpful articles in the Faith in Focus magazine on the whole matter of seeking the Lord’s will.  Rev. Daniel Wilson also spoke about this at the Labour weekend youth camp.  
A. So we won’t say much more on this matter now other than to recall what we read earlier from 2 Timothy 3:17 where it speaks of Scripture as that which thoroughly equips “for every good work.”  
1) And so, we make decisions about doing this or going there as we look to the commands and principles of the Bible, we bring our plans to the Lord in prayer, we seek advice of sensible Christian brothers and sisters, and we weigh up the unfolding of God’s providence using the gift of sanctified reason that is very careful to put self behind God’s glory and the needs of others.
Well, thirdly and lastly, we see also that God’s salvation plan is wonderfully revealed.
1. Luke first of all provides a detailed description of the journey that brings them over the Aegean Sea and eventually to Philippi.    
a. Philippi was a very important Roman colony.  In AD 31, when Octavian defeated Antony, he made Philippi a Roman colony and gave the city the ius italicum, which made it a legal part of Italy, even though it was not in Italy.  
i. In short, then, Philippi was mini-Rome or extremely Roman.  
ii. While the gospel thus far has taken hold in cities that were predominantly Greek, now we will witness the encounter between Jesus Christ and Rome.
b. And understanding this helps us to understand Luke’s purpose in recording the events that he records.  It is generally understood that Luke does not record every detail of every event and every person that Paul had anything to do with.  Instead, he chooses representative and notable examples of conversions in a particular area that serve his purposes as an author, and, ultimately, the purposes of the Holy Spirit.  
i. So, Paul is now in Rome without being in Rome, as it were.  Christianity – the religion that is not officially recognized by the mighty Roman Empire – has arrived in Rome-town.  
A. They have arrived there through a combination of events that have at least involved the supernatural.  And, as we saw, there was debate about all of these things.  
1) And so, what would they find?  Where to begin?  
2) With these twists and turns, what wonderful gospel opportunities awaited them?  
a) After all, do you remember how Paul’s first missionary journey began?  On Cyprus, they found themselves in the very residence of the Roman Proconsul who heard the gospel and believed.  
3) So, surely after the hand of God has directed and redirected them to Philippi, great things must await!
ii. Apparently though, there are no invitations to palaces.  
iii. So, stick to the plan.  And Paul’s usual gospel plan has been to find a synagogue and to preach Christ to the Jews.  But there is no synagogue.  
A. You see, for there to be a synagogue, there needed to be at least 10 Jewish men.  Apparently though, in Philippi, not even 10 Jewish men could be found.  
B. Jewish law dictated then that if no synagogue could be formed, a place of prayer under the open sky and near a river or the sea was to be arranged for.  
C. And this is what Paul and his companions find.  Some Jewish woman and Gentile converts are there to pray and read some Torah and hopefully to listen to any travelling Jewish teacher who may have come.  
1) So Paul and his companions speak with these woman and just one, Lydia, a Gentile, believes.
iv. John Calvin says of this, “When they enter the chief city, they find no one there that they can help; therefore they are forced to go into the countryside to speak in an obscure corner and wilderness.  Even there they found not one man who would listen to their teaching; they find just one woman, Lydia, who wants to be a disciple of Christ, and she is a Gentile.”
A. Now congregation, put aside any romantic notions of mission that you might have for a moment.  Let’s get real here.  Put yourself there in that moment as one of Paul’s companions.  
1) You have listened to him and agreed to his explanations of everything that has happened as being a call to come here to Philippi.  After all, he is Paul.  
2) Wouldn’t you be wondering now whether you were rather foolish to agree to this plan if this is all there is to show for it.  I would be.  Wouldn’t you?  One, Gentile convert and a woman at that?  
v. But Calvin continues with his commentary, “The Lord makes it look as though His work is humble and weak, so that His power may eventually shine more clearly.  It was good that the beginnings of the kingdom of Christ were like this here, so that they might savour of the humility of the cross.”
A. This is a test of faith for Paul and his companions.  
B. This is God keeping them from thinking that they were such mighty fine missionaries who had the techniques that bring about mass conversions all in place.  
C. This is a lesson in humility.  
D. This is God leading them to wait on the power of the Holy Spirit.  
E. This is God forcing them not to seek only the great and the mighty but also those society does not really value.  
F. This is God magnifying Himself and His power.  
G. This is God advancing the kingdom of Jesus Christ by keeping human beings very much aware that it is not about them but about Him.
vi. In 2 Cor. 12:7, Paul talks about a time when “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
A. And this moment here in Philippi was another of that type of moment that had taught Paul the truth of that statement, “When I am weak, then I am strong.”  When I am most aware of how powerless I am, then I am ready to see the power of God!  When my plans have crumbled, then I am ready to see the power of Christ made perfect!
1) There is only one Gentile convert, Lydia, a woman.  But if you skip down to the final verse of ch. 16, we read these words, “After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them.”
a) In Rome-land, Christianity now has a house that belongs to Jesus Christ!  Christianity now has a venue where Christians can meet.  
b) In a land that is wholly under the sway of paganism and Roman authority, Christ Jesus has laid claim to a house from where to launch His unstoppable, gospel offensive.  
vii. Speaking of Hollywood movies, at the moment, quite a lot of fuss is being made about a new movie called The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey.  
A. Well, the movie will come and go and not amount to much in the grand scheme of things.  But what we read about here in Acts 16 is the real unexpected journey.  
1) Paul and his traveling companions have unexpectedly ended up in Philippi.  
2) It wasn’t the place they set out for at the beginning of the journey, but it is where the providence of God has led them.  
3) And it has led them there because before the creation of the world, God fixed a date in history when Lydia would come to faith in Jesus Christ.  
a) And for her to come to faith, Paul had to be by the river on a certain day to preach the gospel.  
b) And that day has come.  The gospel has been proclaimed.  And “the Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.”
i) For Lydia, the golden chain of salvation is now her possession in Jesus Christ!
B. So now, if this was a Hollywood movie, the closing scene would go like this.  
1) The sun is setting in a glorious sky with clouds that look to be on fire.  
2) The camera pulls back to reveal the silhouette of Paul on the roof of a house where he plants the Christian flag!  
a) The heart of this woman and those who live with her, and the few square meters of this house are now the territory of Jesus Christ!
Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, I trust that you too have plans to share the gospel.  But let us take care not to box God in to our expectations and our plans and our horizons.  
He has a perfect plan for the church of Jesus Christ.  
And what He seeks most are not formulas and spreadsheets and techniques but willing hearts, obedient hearts, and humble hearts that are ready to go, as and where and to whom He directs; hearts that are ready to seize whatever opportunity comes along, no matter how unexpected it may be, to share the gospel.  
But let your great encouragement in this be the knowledge that your God has an eternal plan to build the church of Jesus Christ and that it is His delight to do so through people like you and me.  Amen

